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A mendmehis to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. ^ 19. (c^anceled) 

20. (currently amended) An A pennanentlv implanted apparatus for repairing 
a valvei in a patient's body, the valve haying a plurality of movable leaflets, the leaflets having a 
superior surface oh a first side and an inferior surface on an opposing side/ the appi^^^^ 
Gomprising: 

ia catheter shaft haviWgra prdxinftal end and a distal end; 

a pair;6f art icU la^^ coupled together and forrni ng an angle therebetween, 

the^articulating anris m^^ from an open position in whi<;h portions of the articulating arms 
are spacied apart a firSt angle therebetween^ to clpsedposition in which the portions of the 
artieulatirig arms.^are qloser together with a second angle therebetween less than the first angle, 
and to positrons between the open poisition and the closed position, the pair of articulating arms 
being configured to engage the inferior surfaces of the leaflets and hold the leaflets in a coapted 
configuration in which portions of the superior surfaces are facing each other; 

a control mechanism pperatively coupled. to the articulating arms and adapted to 
open and close the pair of articulating arms, wherein the pair of articulating arrns can be closed 
thereby reducing the angle therebetween, to engage the leaflets and thereafter be opened to allow 
release of the jeafleis; 

a central member cou pled to the pair of articulating arms and removably coupled 
to the catheter shaft near the distal end, the, catheter shaft adapted for delivering the pair qf 
articuiaUng aniis into a.heartty^ and:detaching from the central meiiiber bnce the aiftifeulating 
arms are.engaged with the leaflets, the ceihtral member and aH^culafi bein g,detachab)Q 
frprn the cath e ter shaft while thorcathotor shaft ig in tho patient's body, and thevpair of articulating 
arms being movably coupled" to the central member and left in the patient's body vvhile 
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maintmning the leaflets in the coapte^^^^^ after the catheter shaft has. been removed 

from the: patient's body; arid 

a pair 0f supeHor elements mpvably coupled to the central member^ the superior 
ejements being configured to\en*gage the superior surfaces whereby the leaflets may be pinched 
between the articulating arms and the superior elements and wherein the superior elements are 
resih'ently biased into an extended configuration in which portions of the superior eJemenls are 
spaced apart from the central member for engaging the superior surfaces of the leaflets. 

2L - 66. (canceled) 

67. {previously presented) An apparatus for repairing a val ve in a patient's 
body, the Valve having a plurality of moveable leaflets, the leaflets having a superior surface on a 
first side;aWd an infeiidr sujfaee on an opposing side, the apparatus comprising: 

a flexible shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

a pair of artiGulating^a[frns fcoupled together near the distal encl of the flexible 
shaft, fdrming ail iiingle fherebetwe.eh;a^ being moveable from an open position in which 
portions:Qf the articulating; arms are spaced apart at a first angle, to a closed pdsitibn irt which the 
portions of the pair of articulating aitns are closer tbgether at a second angle less than the first 
angle and to positions theiebetween/the pair of articula^^^^^ arms being configured to engage the 
inferior surfaces; of this leaflets and hold the leaflets in a'coapted configuration in which portions 
of the superior surfaces are facing each other; 

a control mechanism dperatively coupled to the articulating arms and adapted to 
open and close the pair of articulating aims so as to vary the angle; and 

a pair of superior elements movably coupled, the superior elements configured to 
engage the superior surfaces whereby the^ leaflets niay be engaged between the articulating arms 
atid the superior elenients, 

\yherein: the pairof artieulating a superior elements are moved 

indepfenderitiy df one another and can be cldS^^^ to engage the leaflets and 'thereafter be opened to 
allpw release and recaptureof the les^^ implantation of the pair of articulating, arrns in 
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the: patient's: body while rnaintairiing the leaflets in -the: m cdnfiguratioh after the flexible 
s'hMf has beeri i^itipV^ 

68: - 71. (Ganceled) 

72: (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 20, wherein the central 
member is configured to be positioned through the valve between the leaflets, 

73. (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 20, wherein the superior 
elements are coupleid to a conduit slidably coupled to the central member. 

74. (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 20,, wherein the pair of 
articulating arms have engaging surfaces for engaging the surfaces of the leaflets. 

75. (previQUsly presented) An apparatus as in claim 74, wherein the engaging 
surfaces have ;i texture or teeth for enhancing friction. 

76. Xpi^viou^ly^ presented^ An apparatus as in cl£U 20t Ayherein the cathjeter 
shafl is Jexib^^ into the heart: 

77. (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 76, wherein the pair of 
articulating arms and central member are slidably positionable through an endovasciilaf sheath, 

78. (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 67, wherein the pair of 
artlcjulaiing arms have engaging surfaces for engaging the surfaces of the leaflets. 

79. (previously presented) An appai atus as in claim 78, wherein thp pair of 
aiticulating arms engage the surfaces of the leaflets without penetration thefcbf. 

80; (preyidusly presented) An apparatus as in claim 78, whcsrein the engaging 
surfaces have: a texture or teeth fbr enhancing friction. 
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81. (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 67, wherein the pair of 
articulating arms and the superior elements are slidably positionable through an endovascular 
shpath. 

82, (pfevidusly presented) An apparatus as in claim 67, wherein the pair of 
articulating arms and the superior elements are slidably positionablfe through a blood, vessel into 
a heart. 

:S3i |previo[usly presented) An apparatus: as inleJaim 67, wherein the control 
mechanism is adapted to open a^^^^ close each articulatirig arrn of the pair of articulating arms 
independjently. 

84. (preyipasry presented) An apparatuSjas in claim 67^ whereiin the csontrdi 
mechanism is adapted to open and close the pair of articulating arms in tandem. 

85. . (previously presented) An apparatus as in claim. 67, wherein the superior 
elements are resiliently biased. 
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